
The Northern Highlights
(Stay-At-Home Edition)

May 4 - 8, 2020 



Schools Remain Closed
We have heard from the Minister of Education that the current closure of all 
Ontario schools will be extended until May 29th. This is in an effort to reduce the 
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. All schools in York Region District School 
Board continue to be closed to students during this time. 

It is critically important at this time to continue to follow the direction of public 
health to practise social distancing in order to flatten the curve of this pandemic 
virus. 



May 4 - 8, 2020: This Week’s Stay-At-Home Highlights
Date Suggested Activities at Home (Completely Optional!)

Monday, May 4 Choose a product in your home and create an advertisement for it (a poster, a 
radio ad, or film it). Consider what persuasive techniques you’ll use to convince 
other people to buy the product. 

Tuesday, May 5 Keep track of how you spend your time in a day, or over a few days (e.g., doing 
school work, physical activity, screen time, family social time). Graph your data. 

Wednesday, May 6 With an adult supervising you, find a popular dance on Youtube (e.g., the chicken 
dance, the Macarena, a line dance). Learn the dance and teach it to a family 
member. 

Thursday, May 7 Research a country or region where your family is from. Create a travel 
brochure, including all the beautiful and interesting things to do and see. 

Friday, May 8 Read two different texts and then create a Venn diagram to record the similarities 
and differences between them. 



Class Placement Input 
As we plan ahead for the 2020/2021 school year, we will soon be placing students 
into classes. 

We invite parent/guardian input into this process. Please note specific teachers 
may not be requested and that final decisions regarding class placement will be 
made by the school team. 

If you like to provide input into your child’s class placement, please complete this 
FORM by Friday, May 8th. Please ensure that you complete a separate form for 
each child. 

Thank you for partnering with us in this important task. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeopdjy0ltxEM_nqopog-ix_556cf8eIJXD4VXm6VhyNx8AxQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week  
Each year, Ontarians mark the first full week of May as Children’s Mental Health 
Awareness Week. This important week is about:
● increasing awareness of the signs of child and youth mental health problems;
● decreasing stigma;
● understanding that help is available and it works!

One in five Ontario children and youth has a mental health problem - that is about 
500,000 kids. Disorders range from anxiety, depression and conduct disorder to 
eating disorders, schizophrenia, and bi-polar disorder. Left untreated, mental 
health disorders can lead to school failure, family conflicts, drug abuse, violence, 
and even suicide. The good news is that help is available and treatment works! 

For more information on Children’s’ Mental Health Awareness Week, please see
www.kidsmentalhealth.ca 

http://www.kidsmentalhealth.ca


NLPS Natter - A Weekly Webcast with Mr. Biemiller and MS. Tulley
Each week, Mr. Biemilller and Ms. Tulley will endeavour to use their technical know-how to 
create a webcast, featuring student contributions!

We will share as many contributions as we can, but it may not be possible to include all of 
them. To maintain online privacy and security, if we share your contribution, we will only 
share your initials and grade. 

Thanks for your responses!  Here is NLPS Natter Episode #2. (Please note that, like our 
staff video, you must be logged through a student’s YRDSB Google account.) 

This week's question is:  What is one new thing you've learned or tried for the first 
time, since we've been at home? 

If you would like to contribute, please complete this form by noon on Wednesday, May 6th. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WizgiinlNf5J0tiKxLZ0LkyZFZnrbLse/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnOd8qkR0GacQQ1357XRx5NgAEN_pW_uRKyKnghNra6lo1aA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WizgiinlNf5J0tiKxLZ0LkyZFZnrbLse/view?usp=sharing


This Week’s Tech Tip



This Week’s Tech Tip (Cont.)



This Week’s Tech Tip (Cont.)



Accessing Additional Resources
A reminder that links and updates are available on the YRDSB website: Corona 
Virus Updates

Online learning continues.  If you are looking to supplement classroom resources, 
you may wish to access:

Ontario Ministry of Education’s Learn from Home Resources

Online Resources for Parents, Families, and Students

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Repository/NewsEvents/Pages/BoardNews/Coronavirus.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Repository/NewsEvents/Pages/BoardNews/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.ontario.ca/page/learn-at-home
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Students/Pages/Online-Resources.aspx


Accessing Additional Resources (Cont.)
We will continue to highlight different online resources that you can choose to access at home. Many of 
these resources have been made temporarily available for free, in response to the current situation. 

Thanks to Ms. Paivio and Mrs. McGeorge for helping us to compile these resources!

Site Description Login Procedure 

Mathies
(Click HERE)

This is an interactive math website that 
includes games, learning tools &  activities 
designed for students from K to Gr. 8.

No login required. 

Google Songmaker 
(Click HERE)

This website allows creators to compose their 
own music on Google.

No login required. 

https://mathies.ca/index.html
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/


Online Resources to SUpport Students with Special Education Needs 
The YRDSB Student Services team has compiled a fantastic list of resources for 
student and family use. The list is not exhaustive and there will be some overlap 
with other resource lists!  Here’s the LINK. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/SpecEd/Pages/Online-Resources.aspx


We are here for you
A reminder that Mr. Biemiller, Ms. Tulley, and the office are available for you as 
well.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out if we can be of assistance.

Mr. Biemiller - matthew.biemiller@yrdsb.ca

Ms. Tulley - sarah.tulley@yrdsb.ca

School Office - northern.lights.ps@yrdsb.ca 

mailto:matthew.biemiller@yrdsb.ca
mailto:sarah.tulley@yrdsb.ca
mailto:northern.lights.ps@yrdsb.ca


Stay home, stay safe

We miss you! 


